GOLD NOTE
THE ITALIAN SOUND

Gold Note is a privately held company and the leading Italian manufacturer in the High-End audio
industry founded in Firenze, Italy in 2012 by Maurizio Aterini, who is currently the CEO and driving
force behind the brand, after over 20 years of experience in the High-End audio industry.
Our headquarter is located in the Tuscan countryside surrounding Firenze, where every product is
designed and assembled in-house with locally sourced high-quality materials. We are one of the few
brands worldwide to offer a complete line of digital and analogue equipment as well as loudspeakers, making it possible for our customers to enjoy a full Gold Note system, the best way to experience our signature sound. Our products are a statement of Italian craftsmanship sold in more than 40
countries worldwide, for the complete list of our distribution network please
visit www.goldnote.it/contacts
We skillfully merge tradition and innovation in all our products, designing meticulously each component in order to deliver our sound and a satisfying user experience. This seemingly contradictory
concept of a mix between tradition and innovation is deeply rooted in our heritage and it’s easy to
see in the way traditional craftsmanship and modern technology are so successfully combined. Italy is
well known for its history, architecture and masterpieces, but it’s also a leading country for technology
and engineering, combining creativity, technical know-how and sense of beauty. We like to think that
every product that we create reflects truly what we are and love, and the values we endorse.
All of this is made possible by a passionate team of 26 people working together to provide their
knowledge and expertise, led by the key members of our company:

| 	

Maurizio Aterini, Founder & CEO

| 	

Alessio Oronti, Operations Officer

| 	

Jean-Philippe Pearson, Commercial Director

| 	

David Scandagli, Technical Director

| 	

Giovanni Rialti, Chief Engineer

| 	

Stefano Bonifazi, Designer

GOLD NOTE
A STORY OF PASSION

The story of Gold Note is the story of Maurizio Aterini, the driving force behind the success of the
Italian brand. Maurizio has been interested in music from a young age and discovered the magic
of Hi-Fi early on. His passion for music turned into an obsession for the art of audio reproduction,
especially vinyl, which led him to build a collection of thousands of records by the age of twenty. As
his collection grew, so did his Hi-Fi system, becoming more and more refined while he kept investing
by upgrading components. While Maurizio’s friends had cars, he had a High-End audio system referring to that time he says
“Hi-Fi was my disease, what turned out to be a beautiful, healthy disease”.
OUR PAST
Maurizio’s audiophilia was a cause of pleasure but also of dissatisfaction as he kept upgrading his
system without ever truly reaching the sound he was after. That’s how the idea of Gold Note was
born. He completed his studies in mechanical engineering with a thesis on turntables, which became
his first project.
Things picked up and before he even realised it, he was setting up his own company and working
as an OEM manufacturer providing other brands in the audio field with his designs and solutions - a
crucial part of the development of his career which Maurizio thoroughly enjoyed as it gave him the
opportunity to work with inspiring business partners and designers sharing the same passion for
music.
THE PRESENT
Today, Maurizio has fulfilled his dreams, creating his signature sound and making Gold Note one of
the largest manufacturers in the industry, proudly representing Italy and the quality that Made in Italy
stands for in the world as its products are sold in more than 40 countries.
Maurizio’s vision is greatly influenced by Firenze, the city where he grew up, home of the Florentine
Renaissance
“The philosophy of the Renaissance inspires us every day, a period of great technological innovation
and revolutionary ideas, revolutionary but tied to traditions. This is really interesting to me – our
mission is to look back to that innovative spirit of six centuries ago to find our way into the future.”

HAVE A LOOK AT SOME OF OUR PRODUCTS
5 awards

8 awards

DS-10

IS-1000

The new generation streaming DAC featuring a
headphone output and a line preamplifier, representing
our vision of the future of Hi-Fi.

Imagine a complete High-End stereo system enclosed
in a beautiful aluminum chassis carved in bold Italian
style: this is IS-1000.

14 awards

NEW

PH-10

PH-1000

An innovative and sophisticated phono stage
permitting the ideal vinyl reproduction.

Elevating the art of reproducing vinyl through
innovation and craftsmanship.

8 awards

2 awards

MEDITERRANEO

TUSCANY

Inspired by our Tuscan heritage, beauty and technical
perfection are united in this unique creation of a
musical instrument.

Born from 20 years of design experience, the flagship
model is the best cartridge we have ever made.

THE MOST COMPLETE STREAMING DAC

THE PHONO STAGE OF THE NEXT GENERATION

THE ITALIAN TURNTABLE

SUPER INTEGRATED AMPLIFIER

SIMPLY THE MOST ADVANCED PHONO STAGE

LOW OUTPUT MC PHONO CARTRIDGE

BEST BUY AWARD
HIGHLY RECOMMENDED
PRODUCT
“Gold Note PH-10 won
me over with both features
and sound. Anyone getting
into the vinyl reproduction,
thinking of returning or
comes with the mileage
should closely consider this
stand out analog box.“

TOO LOUD STAR HIGHLIGHT
“I cannot sufficiently
recommend listening to
the Gold Note Pianosa in
this package. If you decide
to go one step further and
grab a Gold Note cartridge
in the next qualitative class
– Donatello Gold, you
could seriously step into
the high-end segment while
remaining within the real
financial framework.”

HIGHLY RECOMMENDED
“The Donatello is easy to set
up, tracks difficult musical
passages with ease and
sounds great. What else
could you want? It’s become
my new reference in the
thousand-dollar cartridge
category.”

EDITOR’S CHOICE
AWARD

EDITOR’S CHOICE
AWARD

“I expected something
of an extreme,
either soft-sounding
or very harsh and
hard-edged. In
fact, I got neither of
these things.”

“Gold Note’s Mediterraneo
is a fine turntable that,
unlike some at this price
point, is a fit-and-forget vinyl
solution. Its excellent build,
elegant looks and sumtuous
sound quality offer an
appealing proposition,
while the fact that there are
options for getting more
out of it with optional extras
further down the line makes
it all the more appealing.”

HIGHLY RECOMMENDED PRODUCT AWARD
BEST BUY AWARD
“One of the last evaluation remarks was highlighted with a thick
red marker with a big DS-10 name across it to remind me not to
forget the seamless integration and synergy between the Gold
Note PA-10 and DS-10. The same brand components should be
perfectly matched gain and sound-wise, but as this is not always
the case, I feel obliged to report how any such intricacies are not
present within the Gold Note product family.
Gold Note PA-10 continiues with the qualities of the two Series
10 devices I have evaluated so far and deserves the same
recognition. This grants the Gold Note PA -10 2020 Mono and
Stereo Highly Recommended Product the Best Buy Product
Award.”

”A true multi-discipline, 125Wpe Class AB, DAC-equipped, network-audio performer that summoned
a neutral personality throughout the greater middle range with intimations of extra bloom and body
in the mid and upper bass. Orchestral music possessed a firm, of-a-piece signature that was detailed
and layered yet stable and immersive. Treble octaves were smooth and non-fatiguing. Transient
behaviour was unforced and natural, rather than overly etched and prickly. Italy’s Gold Note fulfils the
expectations of enthusiasts across the generations by having produced a modern, musically engaging,
and highly configurable amp.”

“The Gold Note PH-10 has a host of features including various
equalisation curves, nine load impedances, facilities for MM and
MC carts and a whole lot more to boot. Janine Elliot takes a
listen to what on paper looks almost too good to be true for the
£1315.20 asking price.
My love of vinyl goes back to the days of the crystal pickup on
my Philips integrated system that I had saved up my pennies
for back in the 70’s. Since then I have collected a lot of Hifi,
including equipment much older. Whilst my Philips assumed all
my records would follow the standard RIAA EQ curve for all the
records, my 1950’s Leak Varislope preamplifier has provision for
a selection of alternatives, including NARTB, 78OE, and 78NE
(see Retrobyte column on Record Equalisation). Gold Note’s PH10 phonostage similarly allows you to play your Decca London
or American CBS-Columbia records, should you have any.”

EDITOR’S CHOICE
AWARD
“2018 addendum. After
having Gold Note Tuscany
prolonged evaluation and
in the ability to compare
it with most of the upper
echelon cartridges, I’m
wholeheartedly giving
out the Mono & Stereo
2018 Editor Choice Award
for its sheer musicality,
balanced presentation, and
unprecedented realism.”

BEST BUY AWARD
“At its current price point it will outperform many competitive
products, even much more costly ones. When you then remember
that it will also act as digital preamplifier, it begins to look like a
veritable bargain. I am really intrigued to hear it with the matching
PA-10 amplifier, or better still a pair of them acting as monoblocs
– I think we may have a giant killer in our midst.”

REVIEWS

BROWSE ALL OUR REVIEWS

TURNTABLE OF THE YEAR
EDITOR’S CHOICE AWARD 2020

OUTSTANDING PRODUCT

“Just as the deck is perfectly
pitched in terms of cartridge
matching for the money, it’s
also extremely well-matched
in terms of the kind of
system this turntable is likely
to partner.”

EXCEPTIONAL VALUE
AWARD
“If you’ve been reading
TONE this year, you know
we’ve made an amazing
discovery in Italy’s Gold
Note line of phono
cartridges. They achieve a
wonderful balance of tone,
dynamics, and resolution,
and at a reasonable price.”

https://www.goldnote.it/reviews/

DS-10

STREAMING DAC AND HEADPHONE AMPLIFIER
The DS-10 is a 4-in-1 digital source that features a UPnP-DLNA Streamer, High-End D/A Converter,
Line Preamplifier and Headphone Amplifier. Inspired by our acclaimed IS-1000 All-In-One unit, it
combines its extended connectivity features with the exceptional high-resolution of the Bluetooth
5.0 – for the first time ever on a High-End audio product – and the impressive headphone double
power GAIN output.
Part of the Series 10, the DS-10 is the perfect connection between the PH-10 phono stage and the
PA-10 power amplifier, and the core of a smart stereo system.
The DS-10 is a Roon Ready device with a quick plug&play set-up and multi-room capabilities. Stream
through Roon, Airplay, Tidal, MQA, Qobuz, Spotify and Deezer or access your collection of digital
music stored locally on a NAS or a USB flash drive controlling the DS-10 with our easy to use GN
Control App on your smartphone or tablet (available for free on iOS and Android).
The DS-10 has a unique feature that sets it apart from any other DAC – its behaviour can be
changed to adapt to the music played without modifying the audio signal and maintaining the
highest audio quality, acting on the PCM Equalisation curve (Low-Pass filter), the High-Frequency
De-emphasis, and the internal power profile. We called it Chameleon Mode. Such profiles can be
selected in real-time during music playback delivering a unique listening experience and ease of use
thanks to the clear menu on the TFT display. It’s time to enjoy the unprecedented listening pleasure
that only the DS-10 can offer you.

AWARDS AND REVIEWS
Click to read

https://www.goldnote.it/hi-fi-electronics/ds-10/

IS-1000

SUPER INTEGRATED AMPLIFIER
The integrated IS-1000 represents the first true All-In-One unit designed to offer unparalleled audio
performance.
It seamlessly merges a powerful Class A/B Integrated Amplifier, a MM/MC Phono Preamplifier, a
High-End DAC and a high-resolution Streamer in one single unique source.
The refined technical innovations of the IS-1000 derive directly from our flagship models which
inspired us to create a new source that would integrate the analogue components of a Class A/B
amplifier with the digital technologies of a Streamer and a DAC to deliver outstanding audio quality.
The IS-1000 is a Roon Ready device, fully compatible with multi- room systems. With a quick
plug&play installation you simply plug the IS-1000 to the main AC, connect it to your network (WiFi or Ethernet) then to the speakers and you are ready to start exploring the endless possibilities of
music. You can stream through Roon, Airplay, Tidal, MQA, Qobuz, Spotify and Deezer, controlling
the IS-1000 with our easy to use GN Control App on your smartphone or tablet (available for iOS
and Android for free), browse your collection of digital music stored locally on a NAS or USB flash
drives and enjoy your favorite vinyls of course.

AWARDS AND REVIEWS
Click to read

https://www.goldnote.it/hi-fi-electronics/is-1000/

PH-10

THE MOST AWARDED PHONO STAGE
The PH-10 is an ultra-versatile phono preamplifier that offers unique features, including EQ CURVES,
LOAD and GAIN adjustments: a fully analogue design engineered exclusively with the best
components to recreate the musical event in the most natural way possible.
To control the PH-10 we developed the user friendly Single Knob Control (SKG). Combined with
the color display this rotary joggle allows quick adjustments of any function in real time during music
playback.
The PH-10 lets you select the most appropriate EQ curve for every record: the RIAA, the DECCALONDON or the AMERICAN- CBS-COLUMBIA. Each curve is enhanced by a modern Gold Note
proprietary design that derived from the Neumann master cut machine project for superior dynamic
and high-frequency extension.
To maximise the performance of the PH-10, we also developed the PSU-10, a dedicated external
super inductive power supply that allows the PH-10 to achieve its fullest potential, reaching an even
higher degree of musical realism, better dynamics and greater three-dimensionality sound.

AWARDS AND REVIEWS
Click to read

https://www.goldnote.it/phono-stages/ph-10/

NEW

PH-1000

SIMPLY THE MOST ADVANCED PHONO STAGE
The PH-1000 is simply the best Phono Stage we have ever created, a unique piece of audio
engineering designed to be innovative in every possible way and 100% made in Italy. Featuring
Class-A exclusive discrete components, a Class-A headphone output, +40 EQ curves preset, 4
custom EQ curves manually adjustable, and the high-quality Class-A line preamp which comes as an
optional.
For the first time ever, you will be able to play virtually any record the way it’s meant to be thanks
to more than 40 EQ curves available, or even customise the EQ curves manually by adjusting three
main parameters - that’s why the PH-1000 is a complete game-changer, opening a new era in vinyl
reproduction.
With 7 Gain and 12 Load levels, as well as 6 Capacitance options dedicated to MM cartridges, it
is the ideal phono stage for high-performance analogue systems, capable of driving even the most
exotic of cartridges with perfect synergy, making the PH-1000 a professional instrument for high-end
studio recording.
On top of that, you can change settings and make ultra-fine adjustments, including the EQ curve, on
the go by simply using the SKC and the display as you are playing music. Our innovative technology
allows the best ease of use while preserving entirely the sound quality as it works in the analogue
domain: the interface is digital and independent from the audio path, which is completely analogue.
The result is an ultra-low noise phono stage with high gain and no audio filters.
All the functionalities are in fact managed through discrete audio-grade components and sealed
single switches, always shortening the signal path to deliver superior audio quality and extract even
the finest details from the vinyl record. Powered by our custom firmware, the PH-1000 can be easily
updated via computer when necessary.

https://www.goldnote.it/phono-stages/ph-1000/

MEDITERRANEO
THE ITALIAN TURNTABLE

Every detail of the Mediterraneo enhances the turntable’s ultra-rigid structure resulting in a refined
technical innovation achieved through elegant smooth lines.
The 60mm thick curved plinth design is based on the Catenary Curve, a highly efficient concept
developed by our greatest inspiration, the Renaissance pillars, artists and scientists Michelangelo
Buonarroti and Galileo Galilei.
Made of aged Italian walnut hardwood, the chassis benefits from the quality of such a unique
and noble material: exceptional elasticity, strength and high density. The triple plinth structure is
reinforced by a compelling 20mm board in polished acrylic and a 3mm thick stainless steel board
to improve its exceptional dampening quality and stability. The wooden base sits on three large
elegantly shaped and adjustable spikes made of anodised aluminium.
The 45mm thick high-precision platter made of Ultra-Dampened POM is belt- driven and
powered by our very best proprietary control system developed on a Quadral-Core micro-controller
enhanced by an audio converter. The power control reshapes the AC wave to perfectly drive the 12V
synchronous motor removing vibrations while improving its torque to deliver the greatest dynamic
and the finest detail. The Power Supply Unit electronically controls the 33,3rpm and 45rpm mode as
well as the fine speed adjustment, storing all settings into memory.
The Mediterraneo features a 60mm long bearing/spindle design with the best coupling tolerance.
The spindle is made of the hardest rectified carbon steel to achieve perfect working fluidity. The
bearing system is made of polished bronze guaranteeing the smoothest platter rotation.

AWARDS AND REVIEWS
Click to read

https://www.goldnote.it/turntables/mediterraneo/

TUSCANY

THE BEST MC PHONO CARTRIDGES WE EVER MADE
The Italian high-quality exotic design of the Tuscany Series is made to satisfy the most demanding
ears for an uncompromising musical pleasure.
These phenomenal cartridges feature an extra-thin Micro Ridge diamond stylus-tip developed by
Adamant-Namiki, the world’s most famous Diamond stylus manufacturer. With its exclusive cut, it
guarantees a deep vinyl groove contact like no others. Its thin and long gold-plated pin connectors
enable an ideal contact with the arm cinch to avoid energy dispersion and improve grounding for a
surprisingly silent background that reveals at its very best every single musical detail.
Paired with the B-7 Ceramic tonearm and Mediterraneo turntable, it represents the unique true HighEnd analogue set-up exclusively handmade in Italy.
The Tuscany cartridges are available in two models, Gold and Red which feature precious pure silver
and copped coils.

AWARDS AND REVIEWS
Click to read

https://www.goldnote.it/turntables/tuscany/

FOR MORE INFORMATION SEE OUR PRICE LIST
https://www.goldnote.it/download/media/GN_2020_price_list.pdf

DS-10 - 2490,00€
DS-10 PLUS (Stage Analogue Input) - 2890,00€

IS-1000 (BB PCM1796; Phono MM/MC) - 4390,00€
IS-1000 LINE (BB PCM1796) - 3990,00€
IS-1000 DELUXE ( BB PCM1792A; Phono MM/MC) - 5190,00€
IS-1000 LINE DELUXE (BB PCM1792A) - 4790,00€

NEW

PH-10 - 1390,00€

PH-1000 - 9600,00€
PH-1000 PREAMPLIFIER (with Preamplifier) - 13500,00€

Gold Leaf - 6490,00€ (with B-5.1) - 7350,00€ (with B-7 Ceramic)
Italian Walnut - 5990,00€ (with B-5.1) - 6850,00€ (with B-7 Ceramic)
Black Lacquer - 5490,00€ (with B-5.1)

Gold - 7500,00€
Red - 4800,00€

Designed and handmade in Firenze, Italy
www.goldnote.it

